Dear Newcomer, 

You’ve seen us out somewhere doing a demo.  Talked repeatedly to a friend from far away who’s a member.  Or, perhaps you bumped across us on the Internet.  Somehow you’ve found your way here.  Congratulations on that!  I dare say that congratulations are due.  It’s not as though we are a brightly lit – in your face – located every two miles kind of super store.  We are more like that corner shop that’s tucked away in some small town’s side street that you love to visit.

This letter is to welcome you.  It may not sound like that at times because I am the type of person who likes to know what I’m getting into when I’m getting into it.  Hopefully, you’ll appreciate my (tactlessness) candor. It is not meant to discourage you by any stretch of the imagination.  It is supposed to give you the tools with which to decide whether we sound like the right group for you.  Or, at the very least, whether you want to invest more time in looking us over further.

I was talking with a dear friend recently.  As we were talking, something I’d been thinking about off and on throughout my SCA life became solid.  A Tangible Idea.  My own personal (AHA!) moment.  

But – I am jumping ahead of myself.  Let’s go back a random number of years.  Six sounds good.  (
I was at a local library where I stumbled across a flyer for a demo to be held there in the near future.  I took the flyer home, turned on my wham-zip Internet machine, and headed to the address listed.  First, I went to www.sca.org  - then finding my way to the search page for my particular group. http://www.aethelmearc.org/findgroup.php Eventually landing here.  http://www.abhainnciachghlais.org/ There was a brief mention on the officer’s page that the Chatelaine was the person to email about possibly going to a meeting.  The Chatelaine at the time and I wrote back and forth a good bit.  (I had a lot of standard new-person questions – which she answered soooo patiently.)  Finally, we were able to coordinate a time where I could get out to a meeting.  Turned out to actually be An Event. (OMG So Scary.  Hello, I don’t know anyone.  Everyone is dressed funny, addressing each other funny.  And, apparently I’m “naked”.)

Turns out, I lived.  Everyone was nice; treated me politely; answered my questions.  I began attending local guild gatherings, shire meetings, and most anything someone invited me to attend.  I felt uncomfortable though.  Left out.  Not part of the ~it~ crowd.  To be more accurate; I didn’t feel like part of anything at all.  More like an appendage.  A poorly put together mass of un-knowledge-ness.  I couldn’t sew a lick.  Didn’t really have the fortitude to actually fight.  Did not have the mental resources to pull random bits of data about wars, kings, or countries to throw into conversations like all the smart kids.  I just felt ‘out there’.  Bad news: I felt that way for a long time.  No one was doing anything TO me for me to feel that way.  I just hadn’t found (or made) my niche.  

And, there it is.  We are back to the (AHA!) moment.  Our shire is a pretty cohesive group.  We have a LOT of activities every month for a new person to experiment with and enjoy.  There are so many options in the SCA in fact that it can be overwhelming at times.  It can also get discouraging trying to balance getting to know a new group of people who are completely different in lots of ways while also trying to find ‘your’ place in that group.  Here’s the super secret part.  The part no one really says out loud.  

Once you find what interests you about the SCA.  I don’t mean that first-blush omgosh this is so cool feeling of interest.  I mean once the newcomer ADD settles out a bit.  Once you stop floundering about liking everything all the time, more SCA, right now, gimme gimme more.  You’ll suddenly one day wake up finding you know you’ll be attending X guild meeting on Monday, skipping Tuesday’s Y meeting, and maybe hitting up another guild event Z Thursday evening.  You’ll have a pattern.  You’ll have a place.  And, you’ll have a group of familiar faces looking at you, glad that you finally found it with them.  And, in that moment you’ll also realize they were there all along.  Waiting for you.    

It takes a certain amount of perseverance to do what we do.  As my friend pointed out to me: It’s not like we do things the easy way.  We, (people in the SCA) choose to do things the hard way.  We are choosing to learn how things were done in the middle ages… For Fun.  This is our hobby.  But, it’s also more than that.  Do not join us thinking we are a ‘lightweight’ past time like reading a bottom shelf Harlequin.  ( 

If you LIKE doing things the hard way.  If you LIKE learning how things came to be, or came to be named… You are in the right place.  Please do stay a while.  Pull up a chair.  Ask us questions.  Find out what you like best.  We’ll be right here waiting for you.

In Service to the Ideal,

Lady Livia Valentini – Chatelaine to ACG for 09/10

PS.  You should know that ‘being naked’ is what we call it when someone shows up to an event in regular clothing, and not medieval garb.  I didn’t actually go anywhere naked.  (
