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Working Harder
“Late capitalist society is engaged in a long-term historical 
process of destroying job security… More than ever, we 
worry about work and are working longer hours; we are 
more than ever driven, nervous, seemingly trapped. 
At the very same time, and paradoxically, the twenty-first 
century bodes a time of post-work: of automation and work 
reorganization replacing people faster and at faster rates.” 

Quinn, Ethics for the Information Age, 7th ed., pp. 455
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Job Changes
• Computer engineers
• Computer support specialists
• System analysts
• Database administrators
• Desktop publishing 

specialists
• Web designers
• CRM

• Clerical workers
• Procurement specialists
• Financial processing
• Secretaries, stenographers
• Computer operators
• Communication equipment 

operators



Losses to Automation
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Automation has a 
positive role to play
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A.I. Robotics

Key Technologies



How will society adapt?
Self-driving cars

https://www.ucsusa.org/clean-vehicles/how-self-driving-cars-work

Manufacturing

Security 

Health services 

Customer services 

Law

… ?

https://www.ucsusa.org/clean-vehicles/how-self-driving-cars-work


How will society adapt?
“A guaranteed income floor.” 

Not much agreement that 
universal basic income (UBI) 
is a solution.


