Report from the Committee on Instruction

December 29, 2007

After spending a great deal of time and effort, the Committee on Instruction (CoI) has revised the list of proposed university-wide educational goals. The revised list of nine goals is attached below.

The goals are intended to support planning and accreditation efforts at Bucknell. As such, they must be sensitive to the requirements of the Middle States Association and consistent with the University's official Mission Statement. CoI notes that they are written to be broadly applicable to the university as a whole, and will be supported by more specific goals formulated at the college, division, department, and program levels.

The revisions were based on careful consideration of comments from a wide range of individuals and organizations. Significant input was provided by both CurriculumCommittees; Faculty Council; the Academic Planning Group,Committee on Assessment; CCA; BSG; the Composition Council; The Office of the Dean of Students; FACT; the Service Learning Advisory Board; the Residential College Advisory Board. In addition, CoI considered a wide array of comments and suggestions put forth by individual members of the Bucknell community in writing and at the two forums that CoI organized. CoI would like to thank all who have contributed to this important endeavor.

We understand that this document will not satisfy everyone. Nevertheless, it should be noted that the members of CoI deliberated extensively over a long period of time, and that each comment and suggestion that was sent was considered thoughtfully and carefully. In the course of revising the goals the committee often had to make difficult decisions. We also note that this list of goals is only one part of a larger statement on the university's strategic educational vision. Some of the comments we received were relevant to other parts of that larger document, which is still under revision.

While CoI hopes that we have made substantial progress towards producing a set of educational goals acceptable to the faculty, we present this document at the December faculty meeting to solicit any further specific comments or suggestions about the content or wording of these goals. Comments or suggestions should be sent to the chair of the committee, Katharina Vollmayr-Lee (kvollmay@bucknell.edu) no later than January 16, the first day of the Spring term. CoI will assess these comments and suggestions and produce a final version of this document that will be submitted to the Faculty for a vote of approval at the February faculty meeting. It is our hope that, by following the rigorous process outlined above, we will have then produced a document that the Bucknellcommunity will be able to endorse with enthusiasm.



Bucknell University Educational Goals:

The primary goal of a Bucknell education is to transform students.  To that end, Bucknell University’s students will:
A.
Learn, integrate, and apply knowledge and methodological approaches acquired through in-depth, rigorous study of an academic discipline.

B.
Integrate and synthesize a range of knowledge and perspectives acquired through studies across multiple academic disciplines and diverse educational experiences.

C.
Develop knowledge and skills for interpreting the commonalities and differences among human societies, including diverse cultural perspectives and traditions within the United States and internationally, to enable living and working effectively in a global context.

D.
Develop knowledge and skills to identify and respond creatively and effectively to local and global challenges to humans and the natural world. 
E.
Understand the importance of and develop the capacities for self-assessment and ethical reasoning so as to act responsibly and to promote justice in professional and communal life.

F.
Develop critical thinking skills to evaluate arguments and address complex issues using techniques including quantitative and qualitative analysis and scientific reasoning.

G. Develop skills in oral and written communication to articulate ideas and 
arguments clearly and effectively.

H.
Develop information literacy and technological competency across disciplines.
I.
Develop the desire and intellectual skills for life-long learning.

