
CapstoneCoursesFrom Common Learning Agenda

Advancedcoursesaddresstheneedfor depthin students’education;thosein themajor typically
achieve depthpartly throughspecializationasthestudentadvances.Intellectualmaturityalsoin-
volvesstudentsunderstandingtheir specialtiesin relationto otherareasof study, understanding
thebroaderissuesfor academicdisciplines,andbecomingpreparedto makecommittedchoicesas
participantsin our complex world. Eachstudentin the Collegewill satisfythe requirementof a
Capstonecourseor anequivalentexperience,usuallyin thesenioryearafterall othergeneraledu-
cationrequirementshavebeencompleted.A normalCapstonecoursewill beaseminarof nomore
than15 students,but alternative formsof experiencewill beavailable. TheCapstoneExperience
offerscollegeseniorstheopportunityto draw togetherthediversethreadsof theundergraduateex-
perienceasa reflectiononwhatthey have learnedandin preparationfor activeparticipationin the
broaderworld. An interactivegroupactivity in whicha studentgainsexposureto theperspectives
andassumptionsof otherstudentsis anessentialelementin a CapstoneExperience.

Theoverall goalof theCapstoneExperience,therefore,is to provide studentsin their senioryear
with theopportunityfor synthesisandintegrationof theirstudies,reflectionontheentiretyof their
undergraduateyears,andorientationof the resultsof their studiestoward the broaderissuesfor
academicdisciplinesandfor theworld studentsareaboutto enter. TheCapstoneExperienceoffers
a uniqueopportunitywithin theCommonLearningAgendafor realizingin a singleacademicen-
deavor theexpectationsof Bucknell’sMissionStatementthat“its studentsbecomebothproductive
citizensandintellectuallymature,self-awareindividuals.”

Goalsfor CapstoneCourses

Synthesis The CapstoneExperienceshouldprovide studentswith the opportunityto bring to-
getherinto a single, focusedenterprisethe knowledgeand perspective acquiredand de-
velopedwithin and outsidethe major. Coursesandother forms of experienceshouldbe
constructedsoasto discloseandreinforceconnectionswithin andacrossdisciplines;where
possible,they should integratethe perspective(s) of one discipline with thoseof another
disciplineor setof disciplines.

Reflection The CapstoneExperienceshouldprovide studentswith the opportunityto reflecton
andevaluatetheirentireeducationalexperience.

Connections TheCapstoneExperienceshouldrelatethetopic of focusedstudyto questionsthat
will continueto engagestudentsafterthey leave Bucknell. Identificationof andattentionto
thecontroversiesthetopicof studygenerates,aswell asto theconsequencesof disciplinary
approachesto them,shouldbegivenhigh priority. Theseincludeissueswhich affect disci-
plinesandtheir practitioners,suchasthe“canondebate”or therole of highereducation,or
issuessuchasprofessionalethicsor valuesimplicit in differentapproachesor applications.

Interaction Whetherthe CapstoneExperiencetakesthe form of a normalcourseor oneof the
availablealternatives,a groupactivity in which studentsinteractis essential.Encountering
andunderstandingavarietyof approachesto thesametopicencouragesabetterunderstand-
ing of one’s own perspective andfostersa collaborative approachto learningandcreative
problem-solvingthatwill carryover into thestudents’futurelives.
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