CapstoneCoursesFrom Common Learning Agenda

Advancedcoursesaddresghe needfor depthin students’educationthosein the majortypically
achieve depthpartly throughspecializatiorasthe studentadvances.Intellectualmaturity alsoin-
volves studentsunderstandingheir specialtiesn relationto otherareasof study understanding
thebroaderissuedor academidisciplines,andbecomingpreparedo make committedchoicesas
participantsin our complex world. Eachstudentin the College will satisfythe requiremenof a
Capstoneourseor anequivalentexperiencepusuallyin the senioryearafterall othergenerakedu-
cationrequirementsiave beencompleted A normalCapstoneoursewill beaseminarof nomore
than15 studentsput alternatve forms of experiencewill be available. The Capstoneexperience
offerscollege seniorghe opportunityto draw togethethe diversethreadsof theundegraduatesx-
perienceasareflectionon whatthey have learnedandin preparatiorfor active participationin the
broademworld. An interactve groupactiity in which a studentgainsexposureto the perspecties
andassumptionsf otherstudentss anessentiaklementn a Capstondexperience.

The overall goal of the Capstondexperiencetherefore s to provide studentdsn their senioryear
with theopportunityfor synthesisandintegrationof their studiesyeflectionontheentiretyof their
undegraduateyears,and orientationof the resultsof their studiestoward the broaderissuesfor
academidisciplinesandfor theworld studentsareaboutto enter The Capstond=xperienceffers
a uniqueopportunitywithin the CommonLearningAgendafor realizingin a singleacademicen-
deavor theexpectation®f Bucknell's Mission Statementhat“its studentdecomebothproductive
citizensandintellectuallymature self-avareindividuals”

Goalsfor CapstoneCourses

Synthesis The CapstoneExperienceshould provide studentswith the opportunityto bring to-
getherinto a single, focusedenterprisethe knowledge and perspectre acquiredand de-
velopedwithin and outsidethe major. Coursesand other forms of experienceshouldbe
constructedoasto discloseandreinforceconnectionsvithin andacrosdisciplines;where
possible,they shouldintegratethe perspectie(s) of one discipline with thoseof another
disciplineor setof disciplines.

Reflection The CapstoneExperienceshouldprovide studentswith the opportunityto reflecton
andevaluatetheir entireeducationakxperience.

Connections The Capstoneexperienceshouldrelatethe topic of focusedstudyto questionghat
will continueto engagestudentsafterthey leave Bucknell. Identificationof andattentionto
the controversieghetopic of studygeneratesaswell asto the consequencest disciplinary
approacheto them,shouldbe givenhigh priority. Theseincludeissueswhich affect disci-
plinesandtheir practitionerssuchasthe “canondebate”or the role of highereducationpor
issuessuchasprofessionakthicsor valuesimplicit in differentapproachesr applications.

Interaction Whetherthe CapstoneExperiencetakesthe form of a normal courseor one of the
availablealternatves,a groupactuity in which studentdnteractis essential Encountering
andunderstandin@ variety of approachet thesametopic encourageabetterunderstand-
ing of one’s own perspectie andfostersa collaboratve approachto learningand creatve
problem-solvinghatwill carryoverinto the studentsfuturelives.



