
History’s Most Significant Technological Breakthroughs

17th and 18th Centuries: Classical Newtonian physics ⇒ engineering ⇒ buildings,
bridges, cars, trains, planes, rockets, . . .

19th Century: Heat engines, electrical power generation, and EM waves ⇒ control of
power ⇒ industrial revolution and communications revolution.

20th Century: Quantum mechanics and semiconductors ⇒ the modern digital age,
including computers, cell phones, . . . . Today’s class!

21st Century: That’s up to you!

Possibilities: Quantum nanotechnology, biotechnology, quantum
computing (Thursday’s Class), . . .



The 3-D Schrödinger Equation
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Probability density is |ψ|2

For 1s orbital:





Lecture 19 — Concept Test 1

The probability density for the 2p state is shown at right. What
does this mean about the electron orbiting the nucleus?

1. The electron orbits the
nucleus in a circular orbit

2. The electron orbits the
nucleus in an elliptical
orbit

3. The electron precesses as
it orbits the nucleus

4. The electron’s orbit is
unstable and changes
each time it circles around
the nucleus

5. You can’t think of the
electron as orbiting in any
classical sense



Lecture 19 — Concept Test 2

How many possible quantum states can an electron in the hydrogen atom with n = 2
have?

1. 2

2. 4

3. 6

4. 8

5. 10

6. 12





Lecture 19 — Concept Test 3

You have two isolated doped semi-conductors (not in
contact with one another). Which of the following is
true?

1. The p-type has a net positive charge and the n-type has a net negative charge

2. The n-type has a net positive charge and the p-type has a net negative charge

3. Both the p-type and n-type are uncharged



Lecture 19 — Concept Test 4

We now bring the two semiconductors into contact, creating
a depletion zone near the boundary between them. Which of
the following is true?

1. The p-type has a net positive charge and the n-type has a net negative charge

2. The n-type has a net positive charge and the p-type has a net negative charge

3. Both the p-type and n-type are uncharged


